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glorious role which this people of Indo-European race
has played in the Orient, an attempt will be made to
show that they have not only been at the head of every
movement toward progress and toward Occidental civ-
ilization, but have even assisted very materially in pro-
longing the existence of the Ottoman Empire. That this
is a fact is due to their special aptitudes, to their faculty
of assimilation, and to their enterprising spirit.

The traveler, Tournefort, visiting Armenia in the
eighteenth century, bestowed the highest praise on the
Armenians. Ollivier, after him, confirming his judg-
ment, speaks of them in these terms:

The Armenians, intelligent, laborious, patient, eco-
nomical, austere in their morals, need only a govern-
ment less oppressive and more just to become a people
worthy of the highest esteem.

At a later date, Elisee Reclus says:

The Armenians, besides possessing more initiative
in commerce and industry, are distinguished from all
the other peoples of the Ottoman Empire by a freer
and franker spirit, and by a greater love of
instruction.

In order not to multiply citations, we shall give only
one more, from the learned German Haxthausen, which
is illuminating and explains the role of the Armenians
in Asia. This writer of seventy years ago states:

We might say that the Armenian race forms a sort
of yeast which has been thrown into the midst of the
elements of fermentation in Asia to renovate and
awaken the nearly dead germs of intellectual life.

This intellectual life of a people, which is best ex-
pressed in its literature, is in Armenia a rich heritage.
Their historical documents are both numerous and valu-
able, being indeed the only available source of material